explain why they chose to enlist as volunteers in Confederate units. This leaves us to speculate on their motivation in risking their lives for a cause many people would not expect them to espouse. They undoubtedly followed a stronger urging of the same impulses which led thousands of their fellow free blacks to form militia units. In assessing the actions of New Orleans free blacks, David C. Rankin and Mary F. Berry emphasize the historical state-patriotism these men felt as well as their long tradition of service in the militia.24 General studies of the roles played by free blacks elsewhere in the South, whether in labor or militia units, center on their state loyalty. As Benjamin Quarles noted, "these Negro volunteers placed the cause of their respective commonwealth above every other public duty."25 Gary Mills's study of the free blacks in the Natchitoches area also speaks of state loyalty but adds, "Most . . . realized that a Union victory would mean the complete destruction of their economy, the basis of their livelihood, and their special status as gens de couleur libre." Claude Oubre has written that St. Landry Parish's free blacks "knew where their loyalties lay" when the war started because they stood to lose "the status they enjoyed as a free people."
These writings fall inline with the statewide study done by H. E. Sterkx, who observed that "many well-to-do colored freemen prized their distinctive economic positions so strongly that they deplored any prospect that would endanger it. . . . Equally feared by this group of colored planters was the prospect of a general emancipation, which would submerge them in the great black mass of Negroes."26
Another factor, related to this view of their place in society, comes into play when considering the Campti free blacks (except Gabriel Grappe) and the Guillorys of St. Landry Parish. These men found themselves faced with a choice in the late summer or early fall of 1864-they could enlist in combat units or wait for conscription as laborers.
A Natchitoches free black wrote from one labor camp, "We are in a way slaves." He described the squalor of the camp and told his wife, "The negroes [slaves] are treated better than we are. We are obliged to do the hardest kind of work and the negro looks on."27 To avoid the degrading conditions and work of the labor camps, where they would find the same treatment given the slaves around them, these men chose an action that would emphasize their distinctiveness from other blacks.
Several historians have questioned the sincerity of the free men of color who formed Confederate militia units.
They say that those men did so out of fear or under pressure from whites. They also point accurately to the fact that the Native Guards regiment disbanded when New Orleans fell into Union hand and that most of the men later joined the Union army.28 These historians may indeed be correct in appraising the majority of the free blacks involved. Yet fear or coercion does not seem to have motivated the men discussed in this manuscript to join regular Confederate units. As stated, Confederate law prohibited any blacks from serving in combat units. If coercion forced these men to enlist, why didn't many more free blacks face the same pressure? We should not doubt the sincerity of these fifteen men, In summary, state or local patriotism and the desire to protect their standing which kept hem above blacks in slavery would seem to have motivated all of the men discussed here to join the Confederate army. There is no evidence that anyone forced them to take that step. Rather it seems that they followed the dictates of their consciences and made a bold move many whites shunned. 
